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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide the interface for a PC card which can control 
the ON/OFF state of power supply to the PC card even when the PC card is inserted 
into a terminal device. 

SOLUTION: The interface for the PC card which sends a control signal for PC card 
connection confirmation out of the PC card control means of the terminal device 10 
to the PC card and confirms whether the PC card is connected or not according to 
whether or not the control signal is held at a low potential on the PC card side is 
equipped with switching means 11a and 11b capable of switching between the 
high-potential side and a dependent potential side depending upon the potential on 
the PC card side between a PC card control means 12 and sending-out means 114a 
and 114b for the control signal. 

[Claims] 

[Claim 1] The interface of the PC card characterized by to equip with a switchable 
switching means either of the dependence potential sides for which it depends on the 
potential by the side of said high potential or said PC card between said PC card 
control means and sending-out means of said control signal in the interface of the PC 
card which checks connection and the connectionless one of a PC card by whether 
this control signal is made into low voltage by the PC card side by sending out the 
control signal for PC card connection confirms from the PC card control means of a 
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terminal unit to a PC card, or it is made high potential. 

[Claim 2] The change control means which changes and controls said switching means 
is the interface of the PC card according to claim 1 characterized by preparing in the 
exterior of the case which contains said terminal unit. 

[Claim 3] The change control means which changes and controls said switching means 
is the interface of the PC card according to claim 1 characterized by preparing in the 
interior of the case which contains said terminal unit. 

[Claim 4] The interface of the PC card according to claim 1 to 3 characterized by 
performing current supply from a terminal unit to a PC card after changing said 
switching means to said dependence potential side. 

[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] 

Especially this invention relates to the interface of the PC card which 
enabled turning on and off of current supply, inserting a PC card in a slot (insertion 
opening) about the interface of a PC card. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] 

The PC card and the PC card based standard of PCMCIA / JEIDA (personal 
computer memory card internationalassociation / Japan Electronic Industry 
Development Association) decision are used for the expansion of personal digital 
assistants, such as Note PC (notebook computer). It is important to extend the 
actuation time amount by the dc-battery as much as possible in a personal digital 
assistant. 

[0003] FIG. 4 (A) and (B) are the appearance perspective view of PC card 100 of 
PCMCIA/JEIDA decision, and the side elevation of a connector area. As shown in FIG. 
4 (A), in PC card 100, it is Type I, II, and III. There are three kinds, die length in every 
direction is the same dimension, and only thickness differs according to a type. That is, 
plate-like ( with a thickness of 3.3mm ) is used for nothing, for example, a memory 
card, Type II is used for nothing, for example, a modem, in the shape of a two-story 
building with a thickness of 5.0mm or less, and Type I is Type III. The shape of a 
two-story building with a thickness of 10.5mm or less is used for nothing, for example, 
a hard disk. 

[0004] Moreover, card detection which 68 connector pins are arranged in 2 train 
parallel by the right lateral of PC card 100, is 17 of a center, 18 pins, and a pin for 
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current supply in 51 and 52 pins, and 36 left pins and 67 pins of the method of the right 
explain below, respectively as shown in FIG. 4(B) (card detect) Those are pins for CD1 
signal and CD2 signal. 

[0005] FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram in the case of using it, inserting PC card 100 in 
insertion opening 110a of a personal digital assistant 110. The connector area which 
equipped the personal digital assistant 110 with 68 contacts Gack) in the inner part of 
insertion opening corresponding to 68 pins of PC card 100 is arranged. And detection 
of insertion and connection of PC card 100 to insertion opening 110a of a personal 
digital assistant 110 (it is only hereafter described as insertion) is performed by CD1 
signal corresponding to No. 36 pin 114a in the connector area of this personal digital 
assistant and CD2 signal corresponding to No. 67 pin 114b. It connects with DC 
power supply 1 1 1 through pull-up resistors 1 12a and 1 12b, respectively, and the signal 
tine which transmits CD1 and CD2 signal is connected to the earth terminal through 
Connectors 101a and 101b by the PC card 100 side. Therefore, as shown in FIG. 6, 
when PC card 100 is not being inserted (PC card nothing), CD1 and CD2 signal serves 
as H level (high potential), and when a PC card is inserted (PC Card existence ), CD1 
and CD2 signal serves as L level (low voltage). 

[0006] The PC card control section 113 supervises CD1 and CD2 signal, when CD1 
and CD2 signal is H level, it considers that PC card 100 is not inserted, and it does not 
perform current supply to PC card 100. When CD1 and CD2 signal is set to L level, it 
considers that PC card 100 was inserted, and current supply is performed through the 
connector 116 of a power circuit 115, and the connector 102 (it is equivalent to 
pin17 ,pin18,pin51,pin52 of FIG. 4) of PC card 100, and PC card 100 is operated. In 
addition, the graphic display of other signal lines etc. is omitted in FIG. 5 . That is, in 
order detection of whether PC card 100 is inserted in the personal digital assistant 
110 in the conventional system configuration is dependent only on insertion to 
insertion opening 1 10a of PC card 100 and to suspend the current supply to a PC card, 
other approaches could not be found besides extracting a PC card from a personal 
digital assistant. 
[0007] 

[A problem to be solved by the invention] 

However, when the PC card is inserted in the conventional system like the 
above-mentioned, current supply is always carried out to the PC card from the 
dc-battery of a personal digital assistant irrespective of the existence of an activity of 
a PC card function. Therefore, even if it is the case where the PC card function is not 
used, a PC card will consume power, will apply a burden to a dc-battery, and will 
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shorten the uptime at the time of dc-battery actuation. Moreover, when a PC card is 
extracted, a PC card will be carried separately from a personal digital assistant, and 
there is a fault that system-wide portability gets worse. Therefore, the conventional 
PC Card is being just interposed in a personal digital assistant , the interface of a 
selectable PC card is expected the propriety of current supply, corresponding to an 
intention of a user. 

[0008] Then, the technical problem of this invention is offering the interface of the PC 
card which can control turning on and off to a PC card, for example, current supply, to 
be inserted to the PC card. 
[0009] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] 

In order to solve said technical problem invention according to claim 1 The 
control signal for PC card connection confirms is sent out from the PC card control 
means of a terminal unit to a PC card. In the interface of the PC card which checks 
connection and the connectionless one of a PC card by whether this control signal is 
made into low voltage by the PC card side, or it is made high potential It is 
characterized by having a switchable switching means at either of the dependence 
potential sides for which it depends on the potential by the side of said high potential 
or said PC card between said PC card control means and sending-out means of said 
control signal. 

[0010] Moreover, the change control means which invention according to claim 2 
changes said switching means in the interface of a PC card according to claim 1, and 
is controlled is characterized by preparing in the exterior of the case which contains 
said terminal unit. 

[0011] Moreover, the change control means which invention according to claim 3 
changes said switching means in the interface of a PC card according to claim 1, and 
is controlled is characterized by preparing in the interior of the case which contains 
said terminal unit. 

[0012] Furthermore, in the interface of a PC card according to claim 1 to 3, after 
invention according to claim 3 changes said switching means to said dependence 
potential side, it is characterized by performing current supply from a terminal unit to 
a PC card. 

[0013] Since it will become low voltage (touch-down potential) through a PC card if a 
switching means is changed to a dependence potential side when doing in this way and 
a PC card is inserted (connection), a terminal unit performs current supply to a PC 
card, for example. Moreover, if a switching means is changed to a high potential 
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(pull-up) side, for example, since a PC card will become the condition of not inserting, 
and an EQC, current supply to a PC card is not performed. Conversely, since it 
becomes high potential (pull-up) as for a dependence potential side about a switching 
means when a PC card is made unHnserting (connectionless), if current supply is not 
performed and a switching means is made into high potential, naturally current supply 
will not be performed, for example. 
[0014] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] The present invention is explained based on detailed 
description of the preferred embodiment of illustration.In addition, the same number is 
referred to the part which was already explained, and repetition description is omitted 
thereby.PC Card (it is explained in each following detailed description of the preferred 
embodiment) is based on a card standard by conventional PCMIA/JEIDA (cf. FIG. 4). 

[0015] (1) Gestalt FIG. 1 of the 1st operation is the block diagram of the gestalt of 
this operation. As shown in FIG. 1 , the switching sections 11a and 11b which are 
"switching means", respectively and which are turned on and off are formed between 
the pull-up resistors 1 12a and 1 12b of CD 1, and CD2 signal line which is included in 
the mobile terminal as a terminal, and the connectors 114a and 114b which are "the 
sending-out means of a control signal." The switching sections 11a and 11b can be 
changed into the condition of the short circuit (touch-down) which is the pull-up 
(disconnection) or the "low voltage" which is "high potential" for the signal line of CD 
1, and CD2 signal which is included in the mobile terminal as a terminal. Disconnection 
of the switching sections 11a and 11b to CD1 signal and CD2 signal or the condition 
(timing) of a short circuit is always synchronized. 

[0016] When CD1 and CD2 signal is short-circuited in the switching sections 11a and 
11b (ON), it is equivalent to the conventional PC card and the case of a personal 
digital assistant, and the same is said of the actuation. That is, CD1 and CD2 signal is 
made into L level (touch-down), and the PC card control section 12 which is a "PC 
card control means" judges that PC card 100 was inserted, and carries out current 
supply (refer to FIG. 2 ). Moreover, when the switching sections 11a and 11b are 
opened (off), CD1 and CD2 signal always serves as H level (pull-up) regardless of 
insertion of PC card 100. namely, the PC card control section 12 — insertion of PC 
card 100 — irrespective of how, it judges that PC card 100 is not inserted and current 
supply is turned on a PC card side. 

[0017] Next, actuation is explained. PC card 100 is made into a condition having 
always inserted in insertion opening 10a of a personal digital assistant 10. If the 
switching sections 11a and 11b are turned ON, since CD1 and CD2 signal 
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short-circuits the PC card control section 1 2 (touch-down potential), it detects that 
PC card 100 was inserted, the PC card control section 12 will operate a power circuit 
13, and will carry out current supply to PC card 100 through the connector 116 of a 
personal digital assistant 10, and the connector 102 of PC card 100, and will operate a 
PC card. 

[0018] Moreover, if the switching sections 11a and 11b are turned OFF, in spite of 
inserting PC card 100, the PC card control section 12 will recognize it to be pull-up. 
and it will not turn current supply on a PC card 100 side. Only when using the function 
of a PC card without the insert and remove of PC card 100 by the above actuation, a 
power source can be supplied to a PC card side. Moreover, since control of whether 
to use the function of a PC card can be realized only by the personal digital assistant 
side and the conventional signal line (signal line CD1 and for CD2) can be used also for 
detection of a PC card as it is, if it is the PC card and the PC card based standard of 
PCMCIA/JEIDA decision, it can use as it is with any conventional PC cards (for 
example, the type I, II, and III). 

[0019] (2) Gestalt FIG. 3 of the 2nd operation is a block diagram of the gestalt of the 
3rd operation explained to the gestalt of this operation, and a degree. In addition, 
although the two switching sections are carried with actual equipment, by FIG. 3 , they 
are omitted and are drawn only one piece. It is the point which was made to perform 
with Out switch 21 which, as for the case of the gestalt of this operation, prepared 
control of the switching section in the outside of personal digital assistant 10A to the 
concept of the point of difference between the gestalt of this operation and the 
gestalt of the 1st operation installing the switching section with the gestalt of the 1st 
operation, and performing current supply to a PC card having been shown. 
[0020] Two on-off control of switching section 22a (22b) formed in CD1 and CD2 
signal to compensate for the input of Out switch 21 is performed simultaneously. If it 
does in this way, detection of PC card 100 can be operated to compensate for the 
input (turning on and off) of Out switch 21. That is, when the user of personal digital 
assistant 10A wants to use PC card 100, by operating Out switch 21 and 
short-circuiting the switching sections 22a and 22b (ON), the PC card control section 
12 can detect the touch-down condition of a PC card, it can carry out current supply 
through a connector 116 and a connector 102 from a power circuit 13, and it can 
enable actuation of PC card 100. 

[0021] Moreover, if the switching sections 22a and 22b are made to open by operating 
Out switch 21 to suspend utilization of a PC card in the condition having inserted PC 
card 100, and control power consumption (OFF), since the PC card control section 12 



9 



7 



will detect an open condition and the current supply from a power circuit 13 will be 
suspended, the electric power supply to PC card 100 can be stopped. 
[0022] (3) The block diagram of the gestalt of gestalt book implementation of the 3rd 
operation shares and shows FIG. 2 like the above-mentioned. It is the point of having 
been made to perform the gestalt of this operation from CPU and its circumference 
circuit 31 to the gestalt of the 2nd operation being made to control the switching 
section from Out switch 21, as for the point of difference between the gestalt of this 
operation, and the gestalt of the 2nd operation. If it does in this way, cooperation 
actuation with the switching section with other functions, such as a timer carried, for 
example in the personal digital assistant, will be attained. Moreover, it becomes 
controllable to the switching section from application software (for example, 
communication software) which operates on a personal digital assistant by minding 
CPU. By doing in this way, the user of personal digital assistant 10A becomes possible 
to be enabling actuation of a PC card for every application , without enabling actuation 
of PC card 100, and a user being conscious of it to favorite time amount, with a timer, 
and convenience of a personal digital assistant improves. 

[0023] In addition, although the gestalt of said operation explained the case of a 
dc-battery-type personal digital assistant as a terminal unit, of course, this invention 
can be applied to the terminal unit used connecting with a source power supply. 
[0024] 

[Effect of the Invention] According to this invention, the following effectiveness can 
be done so as explained above. 

(1) Since recognition (connection and connectionless) of a PC card is controllable by 
the personal digital assistant (terminal unit) side, with respect to the insert and 
remove of a PC card, a PC card can be recognized that there is nothing. Moreover, 
since the signal used for recognition of the conventional PC card is used as it is, all 
the conventional PC cards become available as it is. 

[0025] (2) It becomes possible to use inserting a PC card in a personal digital 
assistant, only when a user wants to use the function of the PC card. That is, the 
useless burden to the dc-battery of a personal digital assistant can be controlled. 
Moreover, it can become without walking around with both personal digital assistant 
and extracted PC card separately, and system-wide portability can be raised. 
[0026] (3) It becomes possible from application to control recognition of a PC card. 
That is, cooperation actuation with the function with which personal digital assistants, 
such as timer ability, are equipped is attained, and the auto-boot of a PC card, 
automatic OFF, starting of the PC card for every application, etc. are attained. 
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[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[FIG. 1] It is the block diagram of the gestalt of operation of the 1st of this invention. 
[FIG. 2]It is the state diagram showing turning on and off of the current supply of the 
gestalt of this 1st operation. 

[FIG. 3] It is the block diagram of the 2nd of this invention, and the gestalt of the 3rd 
operation. 

[FIG. 4] It is the external view of the conventional PC card. 

[FIG. 5] It is a conceptual diagram at the time of inserting the conventional PC card in 
a personal digital assistant. 

[FIG. 6] It is the state diagram showing turning on and off of the conventional current 
supply. 

[Description of Notations] 

10 10A Personal digital assistant 

11a, 11b Switching section 

12 PC Card Control Section 

13 Power Circuit 
21 Out Switch 

31 CPU and Circumference Circuit 

100 PC Card 

101a, 101b Connector 

102 Connector for Power Circuits 

111 DC Power Supply 

1 1 2a, 1 1 2b Pull-up resistor 

1 1 4a, 1 1 4b Connector 
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